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The Tropical Warm Pool International Cloud Experiment 
Darwin, January 2006 

Cloud and rain characteristics in the Australian Monsoon 
 
As you may be aware, the Groundbreaking Tropical Warm Pool International Cloud Experi-
ment has wound up with much praise f or producing one of the most comprehensive data sets 
of tropical cloud properties ev er collected.   
Launched in January, data collected in the experiment will enhance the understanding of 
t rop ic a l  c louds  and im prov e weat her  and c l im at e f orec ast s .  
 Charles Darwin University play ed a key role in the experiment prov iding f acilities and invalu-
able logistic support to the �on-location� project teams.   
The experiment involv ed over 200 scientists f rom 10 countries and 30 institutions, and was 
one of  the largest weather experiments to be undertaken any where in the world. It included 20 missions by f ive 
research aircraft fly ing at altitudes ranging f rom 60 f eet to 55,000 feet and the launch of 1000 weather balloons 
from various sites around Darwin. 
It is hoped the research will ultimately  improv e our ability to f orecast regional weather and simulate climate change 
and allow scientists to study the development and mov ement of the monsoon low.  (from the CDU eNews, Issue 3  27 March 
2006)  
 

Further information is available at http://www.pbase.com/
thunor/twpice 
 

�Hector� seen from Dar win  Photos courtesy of Gary Eckert, Bureau of Meteorology 
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(Continued from page 4) 
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