PARTICIPANT QUOTES AND EXIT SURVEY FROM ISTS 2008

This document was compiled from surveys1 and other communications following the Native
Oceans Council (NOC) at the ISTS in Loreto, January 2008.

- Summary and Key Findings

The Survey Responses and follow-up communications following the NOC at the ISTS in
Loreto, January 2008 revealed that overall NOs was as a highly valued, positive experience
for all participants that made significant positive contributions to their lives. The primary
impacts reported were knowledge gained, a broadened support network, increased dedication
and pride in their work, and increased confidence, both in dealing with the scientific
community and in working in their home communities.

Overall, knowledge exchange and sharing were highly valued, including formal and informal
cultural, social and informational sharing. There was also a repeated appreciation that NOs
gave credibility and recognition for the contributions that indigenous communities are making
to the protection and preservation of sea turtles on a global scale, thus dignifying their work
and providing the opportunity for indigenous groups to share and relate with confidence.
Reports show that NOs filled a formerly vacant and critical niche in the international
indigenous and conservation networks, providing a forum for indigenous peoples to convene
regarding environmental and marine issues at the international level.

Following the event, most participants had the opportunity to share their experiences with
people from their home community; sharing took place in the home, with friends and family,
with government officials, in public meetings, on the radio, in articles, via electronic
communication and in informal conversations. Sharing was reported to receive positive
response and the work of NOs was seen as relevant to their home communities; many
community members expressed a desire to participate in the next NOs event and suggested
that NOs be an ongoing and permanent space for indigenous coastal communities. All
participants expressed a desire to participate in future NOs events and non-indigenous
supporters expressed their willingness to support such future events. It is believed that future
NOs events would continue to dignify the work of coastal indigenous communities at the level
of the international scientific conservation community and as such is highly valued for filling a
formerly vacant and critical niche for coastal indigenous communities committed to marine
conservation efforts.

The ability for participants to be a part of the NOC was made possible through the combined
efforts of the ISTS and other organizations that support indigenous conservation efforts,
primarily Ocean Revolution (OR) and individual’s private monies. In most of the home areas
of the NOC participants, there is no reliable internet or other electronic communication
services available. All of the regions represented have organizations doing conservation work
but most do not have legal status or ability to receive funds. In all communities, even where
an organization with legal standing already exists, there is a shared desire to learn more
about how to set up community organizations that can receive financial contributions. All
Spanish speakers expressed a desire to learn English as it opens the doorways for
communication with the international community. The two factors that were reported to limit
this possibility are money and the reality that there are no English classes offered in their
communities.

- Future Recommendations by Participants

All participants would like to see NOs continue. There was some variance in the vision of
what that would look like, but the common threads were:

e NOs should continue to exist as a space dedicated to supporting the network of coastal
indigenous communities, thus providing a way to combine, promote and increase the
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visibility of their efforts as well as a collective ability to incubate and support new projects
or organizations

¢ NOs relies on face-to-face interactions and would additionally benefit from an electronic
forum for information exchange and a way to post unified messages from the NOC
members.

At future meetings, participants would like:

¢ More focused meetings about the issues the communities are facing and have a forum for
sharing potential solutions, i.e., more teamwork and formal exchange of ideas.
Knowledge exchange must include traditional and scientific knowledge.

A more diverse participant base.

To create and disseminate a unified message to share with the broader conservation
community and with other indigenous groups.

To have a physical meeting space dedicated to NOs participants.

A stronger link between NO and the ISTS, perhaps a NO session in the Symposium.
To meet earlier in the week to give more time for the process.

To hold systematic, exclusive meetings between indigenous groups and key
scientists/professionals for capacity building.

e To share information regarding funding process and sources.

Many participants suggested that NOs be a yearly gathering, either on its own or as part of
the ISTS or some other such conference. The organizers of the ISTS 2009 expressed their
interest and support for making NOs a part of the gathering and would like to include the
opportunity for indigenous participants to meet with local TO’s prior to the Symposium.

Other suggestions included:

e NOs should be a foundation that financially supports the projects of NOC members, or
that could have a legal status to collect and distribute funds to unincorporated indigenous
groups.

e NOs should be tied to capacity building group experiences, like scientific workshops
geared towards training conservation officers from different ethnic backgrounds or
programs to bring various native people together to create art related to endangered
species.

In short, although the vision for the future of NOs varied among participants, it was
unanimously recognized as the only international forum for indigenous groups working with
marine conservation issues, and as such is highly valued by participants whom express a
sincere desire and earnestness to see NOs continue.

Survey Results and Response Summaries

Was this your first time participating in a Native Oceans event? How did you get your
funding to attend?

All reported that this was their first NOs event. Funding sources varied by region. Ocean
Revolution, the ISTS and individual contributions were the primary sources of funding.

Breakdown by region: The Venezuelan contingent was self-funded by personal savings
except for Pifiita, whom was supported by OR. OR/TCF (with support from NAILSMA) paid
for the Seri, Pifiita and the TOs. The Nicaraguans were supported by money from the WCS (
Wildlife Conservation Society). Mark Hamman came on funds from James Cook University.
Frank Loban states that he was funded through research grants he attained through his post-
grad. The Palauans costs were offset by a mini grant from the ISTS.

Please share some highlights from NOs this year.




Highlights were consistent in responses. Overall, knowledge exchange and sharing were
highly valued, including cultural, social and informational sharing. The NOC in the plaza was a
highlight for many, as there was an opportunity to learn about each other’s customs and
share information in a way that dignified their histories and current efforts. There was also a
repeated appreciation for the fact that NOs gives credibility and recognition for the
contributions that indigenous communities are making to the protection and preservation of
the sea turtle on a global scale; this was also accompanied by a sense that NOs dignified the
work and provided the opportunity for indigenous groups to share and relate with confidence.
Also, meeting indigenous people from all over the world was a repeated highlight as well as
the adventures to Isla Coronado, the Caves and the travel to/from Baja. Participants
expressed gratitude for a forum for sharing about how work with scientists and foreigners has
impacted their communities and projects as well as their struggles and the problems they are
facing. Forming lasting personal relationships was mentioned repeatedly as well as a sense
of solidarity and understanding for each other's common struggles. Tremendous gratitude
was expressed toward Shay, Tim, J and the NOs organizers in this section for filling a
formerly vacant and critical niche in the international indigenous community, providing a forum
for indigenous peoples to convene regarding environmental and marine issues at the
international level.

Can you think of any ways that NOs could have been improved this year?

All participants expressed that NOs was a positive experience this year and several provided
suggestions for improvement. Here are the most substantive suggestions:

e Hold more focused meetings about the issues the communities are facing and have a
forum for sharing potential solutions, i.e., more team work and formal exchange of ideas.

e Have a more diverse participant base.

e Create a unified message to share with the broader conservation community and with
other indigenous groups.

e Have a physical meeting space dedicated to NOs participants.

;e Astronger link between NO and the ISTS would have helped, perhaps with a NO session

in the ISTS Symposium.

‘e Meet earlier in the week to give more time for the process.

‘e Hold systematic, exclusive meetings between indigenous groups and key
scientists/professionals for capacity building.

- Share information regarding funding process and sources.

Has your participation in NOs made a difference in your life or work? Please describe.

All participants expressed that NOs made a significant, positive contribution to their lives. The
primary impacts reported were knowledge gained, a broadened support network and
increased confidence. More specifically, the contributions included expanding their
understanding of the issues common to other indigenous groups, their hopes and dreams,
increased understanding of the different ways that turtles are impacted by humans and the
different roles that sea turtles play in different cultures, increased self-esteem, inspiration and
an improved outlook on their work. An increased sense of dedication and pride in their work
was another common thread as well as a deepened sense of appreciation for the efforts and
struggles in their home communities. Participating also opened their eyes to the power of
collaboration among different indigenous groups. Participants expressed that the experience
left them with more confidence in their working relationships with western scientists on
conservation projects. NOs is now seen as a vehicle for creating exchange networks for
indigenous groups to support them in resource management planning. Participants reported
feeling more confident and able to share their perspective and projects with others.

Have you had the opportunity to share your experience of Native Oceans with your
community? If so, what has been the reaction? Is NO relevant to the community that
you represent?

Most participants reported that they did have the opportunity to share their experiences with
people from their home community. The work of NOs was seen as relevant to their home




communities and many community members expressed a desire to have the opportunity to
participate in such an event and/or for NO to be an ongoing and permanent space for
indigenous coastal communities.

Sharing occurred in the home, with friends and family, in public meetings, on the radio, in
articles, via electronic communication and in informal conversations. In Mexico, the Seri had
the opportunity to share with their tribe and with the CDI, opening the eyes of their federal
government to the potential positive outcomes of supporting such gatherings within their
country. Similarly, there has been a positive response in Venezuela and a request for a
national indigenous gathering focused on environmental and marine issues. Other local
sharing occurred in the home regions of each participant group, carrying the credibility of the
international conservation community and all sharing was reported to have positive
responses.

Would you like to see NOs continue? If so, please share your vision for what that
would look like.

All participants would like to see NOs continue. There was some variance in the vision of
what that would look like, but the common threads were:

e NOs should continue to exist as a space dedicated to supporting the network of coastal
indigenous communities, thus providing a way to combine, promote and increase the
visibility of their efforts as well as a collective ability to incubate and support new projects
or organizations

¢ NOs relies on face-to-face interactions and would additionally benefit from an electronic
forum for information exchange and a way to post unified messages from the NOC
members.

‘e NOs would continue to dignify the work of coastal indigenous communities at the level of :

the international scientific conservation community

¢ Knowledge exchange must include traditional and scientific knowledge

Many participants suggested that NOs be a yearly gathering, either on its own or as part of
the ISTS or some other such conference. The organizers of the ISTS 2009 expressed their
interest and support for making NOs a part of the gathering and would like to include the
opportunity for indigenous participants to meet with local TO’s prior to the Symposium.

Other suggestions included:

o NOs should be a foundation that financially supports the projects of NOC members, or
that could have a legal status to collect and distribute funds to unincorporated indigenous

_ groups.

e NO should be tied to capacity building group experiences, like scientific workshops
geared towards training conservation officers from different ethnic backgrounds or
programs to bring various native people together to create art related to endangered
species.

NOs is recognized as the only international forum for indigenous groups working with marine
conservation issues, and as such is highly valued by partipants whom express a sincere
desire and earnestness to see NOs continue. It was often described as a necessity.

What would you or your community like to contribute or add to Native Oceans and
knowledge about the oceans and their conservation?

Most participants expressed their desire to contribute in any way that was helpful, either to
NOs directly or in their home communities. The non-indigenous support people to the various
indigenous groups expressed a willingness to continue to provide the link between the
indigenous groups and NOs. Participants also expressed a desire to share about their own
experiences and areas of expertise as a way of supporting others in their efforts. Areas of
expertise or experience mentioned included: conservation and sea turtle monitoring,
monitoring muscle banks, traditional fishing, the exploitation of resources and how that is




connected to our motivations to conserve (that we conserve so we can exploit), traditional
diets and their relation to marine resources, management of coastal territories, ancestral and
traditional rights and protection of marine resources, protection of mangroves and other
plants, coastal indigenous habitats, cultural values associated with natural marine resources,
traditional methods for using natural resources, youth, conservation and traditional ecological
knowledge in the face of the 21% century.

Does your community have reliable internet service and cell phone reception? Are
there computers, printers, cameras, and video equipment in your community?

Responses to this question were varied and area specific. The Seri do not report stable
internet service and do not have cell reception in their home villages. In Zapara, Venezuela,
the conditions are very rustic and electricity either inconsistent or not available; cell reception
is limited and there are no other electronic technologies available. In the home communities
of the TOs, most services are available, with the exception of video. In the indigenous
Nicaraguan communities represented, there are no services available; for access, they must
travel to municipal centers.

Does your community have an outside organization that works on conservation
issues? Do the community members get a chance to work on policy for the work the
outside group will undertake?

Answers are given by region or community as appropriate.

Venezuela — the University of Zulia and the GTTM-GV use interviews with local indigenous
leaders to determine the needs and priorities of the community and thus inform the action
plans. They report that environmental projects are often directed by political groups that do
not take indigenous perspectives or needs into account. Thus, the GTTM-GV works to
leverage resources for the indigenous communities.

Mexico - The Seri report working relations with the following international organizations:
Ocean revolution, The Christensen Foundation, Packard Foundation, Northern Arizona
University/Center for Sustainable Environments, Slow Food Foundation, the CDI, or Comisién
para el Desarrollo de los Pueblo indigenas de Mexico, CONANP, or Comisién Nacional de
Areas Naturales Protegidas, SEMARNAT and PROFEPA.

Northern Australia - NAILSMA takes an active role in influencing government policy including
representation on numerous national and regional representative bodies and organizations.

Nicaragua - The WCS works with the northern coastal community in the municipality of Puerto
Cabezas. There is a stated need for an organization or some community body to coordinate
and develop a unified community effort.

Is there a local community group in your region that works on conservation issues? Do
they have legal standing so they can receive and distribute money?

In two of the regions represented, namely Northern Australia and Palau there are legal groups
dedicated to this work. In all communities, there is recognition of a need to develop a local
community group that can receive financial contributions. The communities in Venezuela and
Mexico are currently working on this issue. The community in Nicaragua has not begun this
process.

By region:

e Venezuela. There are organizations, but none with legal standing to date, though the
GTTM-GV is a registered non-profit and can accept financial contributions. In process.
e Mexico - There are organizations, but none with legal standing to date. In process.

e Australia - NAILSMA

e Palau — Palau Conservation Society












